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treated as partners in the promotion of student learning and wellbeing. The school works to maintain a 

learning environment that is safe, respectful, tolerant, inclusive and that promotes intellectual rigour’. 

National School Improvement Tool, 2012 

Wellbeing fits within and is complemented by the Diocesan Learning Framework, ‘Creating the 

conditions for Supportive Learning’, in the sense that ‘the school is driven by a deep belief that every 

student is capable of successful learning. The environment is designed to be safe and inclusive, one 

that promotes academic rigour. A high priority is given to building and maintaining positive and caring 

relationships between staff, students and parents, and the wellbeing of all’. 

Learning Framework, 2016, CSO MN 

The most current research for promotion of student wellbeing suggests schools should: adopt a whole-

school approach; focus on Interventions with evidence of effectiveness; establish a dedicated 

leadership team to drive implementation; prepare the school and staff early; provide meaningful 

engagement with families and create meaningful opportunities for student voice and engagement.  

Runions, Pearce, and Cross



CATHOLIC SCHOOLS OFFICE DIOCESE OF MAITLAND-NEWCASTLE 

Student Wellbeing and Pastoral Care Policy Page 3 of 9 

Issue Date: 2022 Intranet Controlled Document 

experience safe and trusting relationships. Students who feel connected, safe and secure are more 

likely to be active participants in their learning and to achieve better physical, emotional, social and 

educational outcomes.’ The Australian Student Wellbeing Framework is based on the vision that 

‘Australian schools are learning communities that promote student wellbeing, safety and positive 

relationships so that students can reach their full potential’. 
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Student Voice 

Student voice refers to the views of all students on their experiences of school, learning and wellbeing. 

It involves students having a say, being heard, being part of the decision-making and school 

improvement processes and incorporating student’s perspectives. It’s about adopting a culture of 

inclusiveness where all students of the community are heard, respected and valued. 

Wellbeing 
Wellbeing refers to a positive sense of self and belonging and the skills to make positive and healthy 

choices to support learning and achievement, provided in a safe and accepting environment for all 

students (Ottawa-Carleton District School Board, 2014). 
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 ensuring prioritisation of a whole school approach for student formation with a focus on student 

wellbeing articulated in system and school improvement plans. 

 resourcing support structures, personnel, and professional learning. 

 monitoring compliance with this policy through existing processes e.g., Continuum of School 

Improvement (COSI) and School Improvement Plans. 

The Parish Priest is responsible for: 
 the pastoral care of the domestic church which is the central cell of both church and society, 

the health of which is of primary importance. 

 nurturing the spiritual health and wellbeing of the domestic church within the context of the 

parish and its catholic school. 

 
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